Carcinoma of the vulva.
Carcinoma of the vulva often presents as a large ulcerating or fungating tumor with considerable destruction of the vulva and surrounding tissues. The area usually is very painful and foul smelling. Most such tumors are of the squamous-cell variety. Despite the degree of histologic differentiation, the lymph nodes are involved in more than 50% of the cases. The best therapeutic results are obtained with radical vulvectomy and groin node dissection "en bloc." Occasionally treatment should be modified in the geriatric patient because of associated medical problems. Various techniques are discussed. Since the disease is rare, best results are achieved by referral to a specialized treatment center.